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Maths Chat with James Tanton 

Facilitators: Dr James Tanton 

    Date: Wednesday 13th April, 2022 – 5-7pm 

  Venue:       (New) MASA office, Building D 

                      80 Payneham Road, Stepney, 5069 

Cost           $40 includes nibbles and wine ($20 for zoom) 

 
Thorny Questions Maths Chat 

James will give his answer to each of the following questions, and anything else you dare throw his 

way.  

Will you agree with his answers and approaches? He'd love to hear your thoughts and 

approaches too! 

  

OKAY … Why exactly is negative times negative positive? 

Radians: Really? Why the heck are we teaching them? 

Why exactly can't you divide by zero? 

Why do we need complex numbers? 

Why do we number the quadrants I, II, III, IV in the funny order we do? 

Who chose the number 360 for the count of degrees in a circle? 

Why is a number to the zeroth power equal to 1? 

Umm ... Why, when dividing fractions, do we "flip and multiply"? 

Why are we stuck with the name "logarithm"? What a weird word! 

 

Refreshments will be served; for catering purposes, please register by Tuesday 11th April 2022 

                                         
 

Name:   
 

Institution:    
 

Phone Number:  Fax   
 

Email:    

 

Any Dietary restrictions?___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Payment options overleaf 
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Maths Chat with James Tanton 
 

 

Please indicate clearly if this is to be charged to you, or to your school, so that the tax invoice is correctly 

directed. 
 

Cost: $ 40 per person ($20 for zoom) - Request an invoice be sent directly to your school finance officer at their 

e-mail address or in your own name if you are paying for this personally: 

 
 

Or complete credit card details below 
 

 
      Visa                          Mastercard             

      

Expiry Date ______________           CCV___________        Signature  ____ __________ 
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