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2018 TERM 1 Newsletter

29 Jan
(Week 1)

The Hamann School Mathematics Competition for Society of Petroleum
Engineers (SPE) Prizes - Enter now Click to Register
Note competition changes / sample questions / page 4 of newsletter

3 Feb
(week 1)

Publications sub-committee meeting 9.30-11.30 / MASA office

15 Feb
(week 3)

MASA Executive Meeting 5pm / MASA Office

24 Feb
(week 4)

F-2 PD with Desiree Gilbert – Exploring the building blocks of early maths
9am-12noon, Annesley Junior School, Wayville. Click to Register

24 Feb
(week 4)

Saturday Morning Maths – University of Adelaide
Contact mbammann@gmail.com

26 Feb
(week 5)

Entries close for The Hamann School Mathematics Competition for
Society of Petroleum (SPE) Prizes. Click to Register

27 Feb
1 March
(week 5)

Year 12 Conference – 4.30-8.30pm Cabra Dominican College
225 Cross Road, Cumberland Park. Click to Register
Heads of faculties/Curriculum Leaders workshop 1.30-4pm

3 March
(week 5)

Publications sub-committee meeting 9.30-11.20 at MASA office

8 March
(week 6)

James Tanton PD! 4.15-6pm St Peter’s Junior School Click to Register

9 March
(week 6)

2018 Revision Guide orders due today Click for Order Form

15 March
(week 7)

MASA Executive Meeting 5pm MASA office
MASA Committee Meeting 7pm MASA/Parish Meeting Room

16 March
(week 7)

Spellman High Voltage Clean Tech Challenge 2018
Registrations close today Click here for more information

17 March
(week 7)

Saturday Morning Maths – University of Adelaide
Contact mbammann@gmail.com

21 March
(week 8)

The Hamann School Mathematics Competition for Society of
Petroleum Engineers (SPE) Prizes Click to Register

5 April
The Hamann SMC Papers due back from schools by today –
(week 10) deliveries to MASA office, 80 Payneham Road, Stepney, 5069
9 April
The Hamann School Mathematics Competition for Society of
(week 11) Petroleum Engineers (SPE) Prizes Marking Night –
Adelaide High School – from 4.30pm
26 and 27 MASA Annual Conference – St Peter’s College
April
• Call for Presenters (click here)
(2nd week
• Trade/Sponsors (click here)
Holidays)
• Annual Conference Registration (click here)
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27 June

Term 2 – The Hamann School Mathematics Competition for Society of
Petroleum Engineers (SPE) Prizes Presentation Night – Pembroke School
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Welcome back! We at MASA are excited about the year ahead of us. Our committee
members have been working hard over the break to put together a full year of events. If
you are interested in contributing to the mathematics community, MASA is always looking
for talented and eager mathematicians who want to give back. All contributions make a
difference, whether it is presenting a workshop or helping out with the competition
marking. If you would like to contribute please contact us.
The committee this year will be focusing on connecting with our members to develop
support networks for teachers. If you or a member of your Faculty could use some support,
please do not hesitate to ask for assistance
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IMPORTANT NOTICE
The old MASA website is no longer functioning. Please ensure you have
www.masaonline.org.au in your favourites and check out the calendars, forms and
notices. The new website is linked to our membership and events and in the future there will
even be online shopping. For Annual Conference in 2017 we trialled online registration and
this will become available for many more MASA events in time. We are a small organisation
and projects like these take talent; we are very fortunate to have the support of Andrew
Fergusson to achieve these improvements.
REMEMBER: www.masaonline.org.au

EXPLORING THE BUILDING BLOCKS OF EARLY YEARS MATHS F-2
Presenter:
Date:

Desiree Gilbert, Educational Consultant, AISSA
Saturday 24th February, 2018 - 9.00 am to 12.00 noon

Venue:

Annesley College – 28 Rose Terrace, Wayville

Cost

$ 40 per head

Workshop Description:
This practical workshop will focus on early number concepts including counting, partitioning, whole
number, part number, patterning and early strategies for mental computation.
We will explore key number concepts and engage in learning experiences that develop
understanding and build confidence.
To Register (click here)
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YEAR 12 CONFERENCE 2018
Dates: Tuesday 27th February and Thursday 1st March 2018 4.30-8.30pm
Venue: Cabra College – Cross Road, Cumberland Park
Cost: $99 for Members, $121 for Non-Members, $33 for pre-service teachers
Tuesday: Essential Mathematics, General Mathematics and Mathematical Methods
Thursday: Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathematics
Registration form with workshop schedule (click here)
On Thursday 1st March, 1-30 to 4-00 MASA would like to offer an opportunity for Head of
faculty/Coordinators to meet before the evening sessions to discuss concerns and initiatives, and
form a support network for future interactions. This will be at Cabra or a venue nearby. To gauge
interest in this, could you please respond to MASA President Elect Rebecca Garrett at
garretre@live.trinity.sa.edu.au or the MASA office at masamail@internode.on.net

We are really fortunate to have Dr James Tanton visiting again from the USA. His visit to SA (he is an
SA boy!) is very brief but he has agreed to present a session for teachers on Thursday March 8th, 415 to 6pm at St Peters College Junior School, Hackney.
Afternoon tea will be provided. Cost $10 per head, but numbers might "explode" so get in early!!
PRESENTER: James Tanton
Date: Thursday 8th March 4.15-6pm
Venue: St Peter’s College Junior School
Cost: $10 (Click here to register)
The Power of Symmetry in Mathematics
Consider this: You are told a rectangle has area 36 square units. What can you say about the
rectangle? Very little. Maybe it is a 2-by-18 rectangle, 4-by-9 rectangle, or a 4½-by-8 rectangle. You
simply do not know. But if I now add that the rectangle is symmetrical, that is, that it is a square,
then you know absolutely everything about that rectangle: it is a 6-by-6 square!
Symmetry plays an important and powerful role in the doing of mathematics, well beyond thinking
about geometry. Let's have some fun exploring the power of symmetry in unexpected ways both
within and beyond the standard upper school curriculum. Let's see how to help teach the art of
confident thinking and flexible problem-solving.
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2018 MASA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Dates: Thursday 26th and Friday 26th April 2018
Venue: St Peter’s College, Hackney Road, St Peters
Cost: $220 for Members, $297 for non-members, $55 for students
Program to follow for workshop choice selections
•
•
•

Expression of interest to conduct a workshop (click here)
Trade/Sponsor form (click here)
Register to attend (click here)

Saturday Maths Problem Solving
Saturday 24th February
Contact mbammann@gmail.com
Saturday 17th March
Saturday 12th May
Saturday 16th June
Registrations open at conclusion of previous session

2018’s Challenge
The 2018 Spellman High Voltage Electronics
Clean Tech Competition topic is
“Solving Climate Change”
“Climate Change.” Two words that have become, somehow, a topic of heated discussion.
“Are we changing the climate?” has become a question for debate! Human beings ARE
adding more CO2, CH4, and N2O (Carbon Dioxide, Methane, Nitrous Oxide) to the
atmosphere and these gases DO help trap heat in our atmosphere, thus, changing the
climate. If we as a society aren’t careful, we will do irreparable damage to our precious
blue planet and as a Finalist in the 2017 Competition’s title stated, “There is No PlanetB”. Visit STEM Australia’s website for all the details for the 2018 Competition.
Your entry can focus on an issue relating to any facet of “Solving Climate Change”.
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The Hamann School Mathematics Competition for Society of Petroleum
Engineers (SPE) Prizes is a wonderful opportunity to extend and reward
mathematics students in years 6-12 and provides useful exam condition
practice prom primary through to senior secondary students. Generous cash
prizes are sponsored by the Society of Petroleum Engineers. Year 11 students
who do well can be considered for the National Maths Summer School in
Canberra In January 2019. Metropolitan schools who have more than 10
students sit the competition are asked to send a teacher to Markers Night
which is a great get-together for Maths teachers and recommended
experience for those new to teaching.
Entry form (click here)
• See changes to format (click here). Note the new school prize.
• Sample Questions for Primary (click here)and Secondary (click here)
• Entries are due at the MASA office by Monday 26th February (Term 1
week 5)
• Competition takes place Wednesday 21st March (Term 1 week 8)
• Completed papers to be returned to MASA Thursday 5th April (Term 1
week 10)
• Markers Night Monday 9th April (Term 1 week 11) 4.30pm at Adelaide
High School, light dinner will be served.
• Presentation Night Wednesday June 27th 7pm at Pembroke, refreshments
will be served. Winners will be notified through the school.
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School visits from engineering professionals!
SPE-SA would like to support you in encouraging STEM based learning. Our keen volunteers would
appreciate the opportunity to speak to your Year 9 to 12 students about the engineering
profession.
To arrange a school visit, please email your contact details to community@spe-sa.org
A wealth of energy education resources are also available at www.energy4me.org to assist
teachers
Who is SPE?
The Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE) is a not-for-profit, professional organisation with 168,000
members worldwide. The local South Australian Section (SPE-SA) has 500 members and is run by a
team of enthusiastic volunteers. SPE’s vision is to enable the sharing of technical knowledge
amongst its members, to meet the world’s growing energy needs, in a safe and environmentally
responsible manner.
As part of our commitment to the local community, SPE-SA actively supports the promotion of
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) based learning. We see this as an
investment in the next generation of talented students who will become South Australia’s future
engineers and leaders.
SPE-SA has been an avid supporter of MASA for the past two decades, through sponsorship of the
School Mathematics Competition. Over the past 30 years our volunteers have also been actively
engaged with the broader community via school visits, organisation of student / teacher workshop
and Science Alive!

Funding of up to $8,000 for education sector women available
Building on the significant developmental momentum achieved in 2017, Women &
Leadership Australia is administering a national initiative to support the development of
female leaders across Australia’s education sector.
The initiative is providing women with grants of between $3,000 and $8,000 to enable
participation in a range of leadership development programs.
The scholarship funding is provided with the specific intent of providing powerful and
effective development opportunities for education sector women; however the funding is
strictly limited and has to be allocated prior to the end of March 2018.
Expressions of Interest
Find out more and register your interest by completing the Expression of Interest form here
prior to Friday, March 16: www.wla.edu.au/education
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Order your 2018 Revision Guides Now
Print numbers for the 2018 Maths Study Guides will finalise in mid-March. Please ensure your
orders are placed in good time. Click here for the new order form.

2018 Trial Exams in the pipeline
Trial Exams help students prepare for their final exams. These resources are delivered in a digital
format to enable teachers to set the questions and topics of their choice with professional
appearance and formatting. $110 per title with 10% discount for MASA members.
Order form link (click here)

Back to Front Publications
MASA is proud to sell the Back to Front Publications, including the five books in the very popular
‘Fixing Misconceptions’ range. Please go to http://www.masanet.com.au/publications-booklet/ to
gain more information on these and our other popular publications.

Tierney Kennedy – Rotation Group Activities for Primary Schools

Great resources available through MASA!
At the 2017 MASA Annual Conference in April we met Andrew
Lorimer, whose games set us on fire. Andrew is a classroom
teacher in Victoria.
MASA is now stocking a selection of the THINKSQUARE range.
For sales contact masamail@internode.net.au Please see

next two pages for resources
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Education is in our DNA here at Credit Union SA.
Originally established by South Australian teachers nearly 60 years ago, we’ve been providing
banking and financial services to education workers – and their families – ever since.
Not only do we value the work of educators, but we also provide special banking packages for
anyone working in the education community.
********************************************

Welcome and Thank you
At the MASA AGM in November new committee members stepped up and some experienced
committee members stepped back. Thank you all for your involvement; MASA very much
appreciates the input of its volunteers.

Geoff Philips, an experienced mathematics teacher and author from Victoria, has a huge FREE set
of resource materials for year 7-10, called Fifty50Mathematics. The resource consists of over 700
worksheets in pdf format.
It includes:
120 worksheets, each with 50 questions for drills and skills practice. Each worksheet has an
accompanying answers sheet and a page of fully worked examples and explanations.
130 investigations/activities/one-off lessons, e.g. Palindromes, Polyhedra, Magic Squares, Graphing
activities etc. All with answers also.
20 posters suitable for classroom display after printing on large paper.
50 appendices containing graph grids, number tables and reference material.
Geoff is very kindly making this material available to teachers in SA through his website. I you are
interested, Teachers, just request a copy of Fifty50Mathematics by emailing Geoff at
Fifty50mathematics@gmail.com and he will send the download the link.
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AND THE WINNER IS…..We will be conducting draws throughout the year where
one lucky Member each Term will receive a $25.00 Dymocks book voucher.
The winner for Term 1, 2018 is Kate Manuel of AAMT– Congratulations!
Each year MASA presents an award to a teacher, who attends one of our Professional
Development Sessions. All teachers who put their name on any of our Professional Development
Forms will automatically be entered into the draw. The prize of a $100.00 book voucher is sponsored
by Dymocks Adelaide. This draw is held at our AGM on Tuesday 28th November at our MASA
office. We appreciate the continued support of Dymocks Adelaide and once again extend our
thanks for their contribution.

Renew your MASA Membership for 2018– (click here)
The subscription year is 1st of January to 31st of December.
Remember to renew to receive discounts on PD workshops and
conferences and most publications, and many other benefits.
Highlighting our New Membership Category for Retired Teachers
MASA has many members who have recently or not so recently,
stepped away from the classroom. For MASA, the experience and
expertise of these people is something we value and we wish to
maintain links with these retired teachers.
As an incentive for retired teachers to remain in the fold, we have
created a new level of membership that gives full voting rights and
an included subscription for the discounted price of $70 per year.
If you have any issues making the level change in your renewal, please call Patricia Chigwidden at
the MASA office on 8362 4332 for assistance.
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Online Membership System
masanet.wildapricot.org
Your subscription can easily be recovered within the year through significant concessions to
MASA conferences and workshops, access to student activities and our publications.

Australian Mathematics Teacher (4 issues per year)
Australian Senior Mathematics (2 issues)
Australian Primary Mathematics Classroom (4 issues)
Membership of MASA automatically affiliates you with AAMT. One AAMT journal is included in
the MASA membership fee, others may be purchased separately by completing the relevant
details on the MASA membership form.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

access to MASA’s extensive professional development programs at Member’s rates
substantial Member concessions on conferences and publications
affiliation with the Australian Association of Mathematics Teachers Inc. (AAMT)
extensive deductions to a range of AAMT publications and services
regular information about developments in mathematics education
subscriptions may be deducted from your Credit Union SA account.
tax-deductible Membership

The AAMT publications section offers a wide range of high quality mathematics
education materials for sale at reasonable prices. The AAMT Mathematics Resource
Catalogue and newsletter (Highest Common Factor) is sent to all MASA members.
Members can also select extra magazines to receive throughout the year. These are
listed on our Membership form titled Serial Publications. AAMT gives a substantial
reduction in cost to all MASA Members. It does pay to become a MASA member
and save on the cost of resources.
For further information visit www.aamt.edu.au
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